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The new Labour government has captured the public’s attention with its ambitious plan to deliver 1.5

million new homes over the next five years. In the context of this determined pledge, blending

imaginative thinking with practical analysis let’s explore: How might we repurpose an iconic structure

like the Houses of Parliament into residential housing if the government’s housing targets fall short? 

How much space does the Houses of Parliament occupy, and what could this mean for housing

development?

The Houses of Parliament, a symbol of British democracy, occupies a substantial area in Central

London on the bank of the River Thames. The building itself is vast, with intricate architectural



designs and numerous rooms. Understanding its size is crucial when considering its potential for

housing development. The total floor area of the Houses of Parliament is approximately 112,000

square metres. To put this into perspective, this is roughly equivalent to the space used by several

large residential developments. By examining this space, we can start to visualise how such a

structure might be adapted for housing purposes.

How many homes could realistically fit inside the Houses of Parliament if it were converted

into housing?

Transforming the Houses of Parliament into residential units would be a challenge. If we assume an

average size for a new home in the UK is around 85 square metres, the building could potentially

accommodate over 1,300 homes. This estimate is based on using the building's total floor area,

though practical considerations would require adjustments. The actual number might be influenced

by factors such as structural modifications, the need to retain historical features, and the creation of

communal spaces. Nonetheless, this exercise provides a compelling case into how reimagining

existing spaces can contribute to housing solutions.

What would the cost be to convert the Houses of Parliament into residential housing?

The financial implications of converting the Houses of Parliament into residential accommodation

would be significant. Costs would include extensive structural modifications to adapt the building for

modern living, while preserving its historical integrity. Estimates for such a project would need to

cover construction, renovation, and ongoing maintenance. For comparison, large-scale

redevelopment projects often run into hundreds of millions of pounds. While this conversion would

be an extraordinary, understanding these costs is vital in assessing the viability.

What does this campaign suggest about tackling the UK housing crisis?

Exploring the potential of converting the Houses of Parliament into housing highlights several key

issues related to the UK’s housing crisis. It underscores the scale of the challenge and the need for

innovative solutions. While the concept of using an iconic building for residential purposes may seem

unconventional, it prompts important discussions about space utilisation and creative approaches to

development. This reflects the broader necessity to explore various strategies to meet the housing

targets set by the government and to address the ongoing shortage effectively.



In summary, we’ve estimated that 1,300 homes could potentially be accommodated within the

Houses of Parliament, while it would have a heavy cost to completesuch a conversion, this

imaginative concept not only provides a unique perspective on housing development but also invites

reflection on the broader challenges facing the UK’s housing market. What are your thoughts on this

concept? Are there any other British landmarks you believe could be reimagined for conversion?

This article is for informational purposes only and does not constitute political or personal advice. It

should not be interpreted as a recommendation or endorsement of any particular action or decision.



Capital is at risk. Property values can go down as well as up. Borrowers may default and

investments may not perform as expected. Interest and income are not guaranteed. Returns

may vary. You should not invest more than you can afford to lose. TAB is not authorised by

the Financial Conduct Authority. Investments are not regulated and you will have no access to

the Financial Services Compensation Scheme (FSCS) or the Financial Ombudsman Service

(FOS). Past performance and forecasts are not reliable indicators of future results and should

not be relied on. Forecasts are based on TAB’s own internal calculations and opinions and

may change. Investments are illiquid. Once invested, you are committed for the full term. Tax

treatment depends on individual circumstances and may change.

You are advised to obtain appropriate tax or investment advice where necessary. Understand

more about the key risks here.
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